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Flagging Off of 50000
th

 Coach and  

Dedication of LHB Manufacturing Unit  

to the  Nation at ICF  
 
Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Railways flagged off the 

50000
th

 coach and dedicated the LHB Manufacturing Unit to the Nation today at ICF. 

Dr.V.K.Saraswat, Member NITI Aayog, Shri Hemant Kumar, Member Mechanical, 

Railway Board, Shri Ashok K. Agarwal, General Manager, ICF and other Senior 

officers from Railway Board and ICF were present during the occasion.  
  
Integral Coach Factory popularly known as ICF is a premiere coach manufacturing 

unit of Indian Railways. It has been rendering a yeoman service for the past six decades 
and plays a pivotal role in manufacturing of passenger coaches. ICF has obtained the 
transfer of coach building technology from M/s Swiss Cars Elevators Manufacturing 
Corporation  LTD.  Though the transfer of technology was for BG III Class Coach only, ICF 
has evolved over 500 different designs consisting of Electric Multiple Units (EMU’s), Diesel 
Electrical Multiple Units (DEMU's), Air Conditioned (AC) & Non-Air Conditioned(AC), Chair 
Car, Sleeper, Self propelled Coaches such as  Self Propelled Accident Relief Train (SPART) 
for various Zonal Railways, Mumbai Rail Vikas  Corporation and custom-built coaches such 
as Double Deckers ,Tourist Car and Defence coaches etc., on its own. 

 
The Integral Coach Factory is one of the earliest production units of independent 

India. It was inaugurated by the first Prime Minister of India Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on 2
nd

 
October, 1955. Later the Furnishing Division was inaugurated on 2

nd
 October, 1962 and the 

production of fully furnished coaches steadily increased over the years.  
 
ICF is capable of producing close to 2,000 coaches per year and has produced 

50,000 coaches since its inception approximately in 500 different designs. ICF has turned 
out a record outturn of 1704 coaches during the year 2014-15 consisting of 50 variants 
involving high technological inputs, meticulous planning and execution. 

 
LHB Unit has been sanctioned in the year 2011 at a cost of Rs.252/- crores for 

manufacturing 300 LHB Stainless Steel coaches with the State-of-art technology. The 
Project has been completed within the target date in June 2015. Instead of cost over run, 
the Project has been completed well within the estimated cost and that too with better and 
augmented infrastructure/facilities than envisaged in original estimate. Even before the 
official closure of the Project, 100 LHB shells have been manufactured which is an 
unprecedented feat. 
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